
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
January 5, 2025 - 9:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

Epiphany Sunday 

The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season with a celebration of 

God’s glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed 

for all nations and people. Like the light of the star that guided the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ 

reveals who we are: children of God who are claimed and washed in the waters of baptism. We are 

sent out to be beacons of the light of Christ, sharing the good news of God’s love to all people. 
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Service of Word and Sacrament  
In the bulletin:  The asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able.   

Boldface type indicates the congregation’s responses.  At the sign of the cross (☩),  

you are invited to make that same sign upon yourself in remembrance of your baptism. 

 

 

 

 

Welcome and Announcements  

 

 

 

Prelude   He Whom Shepherd Men Came Praising  Paul Manz 

 

 

 

*Confession and Forgiveness 

 
Please stand if you are able. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  

 who sends the word with angels, 

 who is made flesh among all peoples, 

 and who breathes peace on all the earth.  

 

Amen. 
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*Kyrie 

 

 

 

Let us confess our sins with confidence in God’s forgiveness. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
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Holy God,        

 in Christ Jesus you come among us 

 as light shining in darkness. 

We confess our failure to welcome this light. 

Forgive us and renew our hope, 

 so that we may live in the light of your grace, 

 and welcome the truth of Christ the Lord. 

 

 Amen.  

 

 

I bring you good news of great joy for all the people. 

To you is born a Savior, Christ the Lord. 

Your sins are forgiven in ☩ Jesus’ name. 

 

Amen. 
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*Canticle of Praise    Glory Be to God     
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*Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

 the love of God, 

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

 be with you all. 
 

 And also with you. 

 

 

*Gathering Hymn No. 302        As with Gladness Men of Old 
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Prayer of the Day  

 
 Please be seated. 

   

 

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

God, you placed a star in the sky 

 to draw the wise to the place of Christ’s nativity. 

There you revealed the mystery 

 of your eternal purpose for all humanity: 

 God made flesh, 

 born of Mary, 

 opening to all the world 

 the promise you made 

 to Abraham and Sarah. 

Empower your church to be as the light of the star, 

 that we may draw the world 

 to the glory of Christ, our Lord, 

 through whom we pray. 

 

 Amen. 

 

 

 

Choral Anthem  In the Bleak Midwinter Janet Hunsaker 
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  WORD   

 

First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6 

Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her because the light of God’s presence is in her midst. 

The bountiful food of the sea and the profits of international trade will come streaming to Jerusalem and thereby 

declare God’s praise. 

 
A reading from Isaiah. 

 

 1 Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

  and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

 2 For darkness shall cover the earth, 

  and thick darkness the peoples; 

 but the Lord will arise upon you, 

  and the glory of the Lord will appear over you. 

 3 Nations shall come to your light, 

  and rulers to the brightness of your dawn. 

 4 Lift up your eyes and look around; 

  they all gather together, they come to you; 

 your sons shall come from far away, 

  and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 

 5 Then you shall see and be radiant; 

  your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 

 because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 

  the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

 6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

  the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

  all those from Sheba shall come. 

 They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

  and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

 

 The Word of the Lord.  

  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 72:1-7 10-14 

 

 Refrain   

 

 

 1 Give the king your jus- | tice, O God, 

  and your righteousness to | the king’s son; 

 2 that he may rule your | people righteously 

  and the | poor with justice; 

 3 that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people, 

  and the | hills, in righteousness. 

 4 Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people, 

  rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor. R 

 5 May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure, 

  from one generation | to another. 

 6 Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field, 

  like showers that wa- | ter the earth. 

 7 In his time may the | righteous flourish; 

  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more. 

 10 May the kings of Tarshish and of the | isles pay tribute, 

  and the kings of Sheba and Seba | offer gifts. R 

 11 May all kings bow | down before him, 

  and all the nations | do him service. 

 12 For the king delivers the poor who cry out | in distress, 

  the oppressed, and those who | have no helper. 

 13 He has compassion on the low- | ly and poor, 

  and preserves the lives | of the needy. 

 14 From oppression and violence he re- | deems their lives, 

  and precious is their blood | in his sight. R 

 

 

 

Second Reading:  Ephesians 3:1-12 
 
What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known through the gospel ministry of Paul and 

others. In Christ both Jews and Gentiles participate in the richness of God’s promised salvation. 

 
A reading from Ephesians. 
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     1 This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—2 for 

surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, 3 and 

how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4 a 

reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5 In 

former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed 

to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6 that is, the Gentiles have become heirs with us, 

members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 

 

  7 Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me 

by the working of God’s power. 8 Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was 

given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9 and to make 

everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; 10 so 

that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the 

rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was in accordance with the eternal purpose 

that God has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 through faith in whom we have access to God 

in boldness and confidence. 

 

Word of God, word of life.  
 

  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

*Gospel Acclamation 

 Please stand if you are able.  

 

*Gospel:  Matthew 2:1-12 

God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. Strangers from a faraway land, 

they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel. 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 2nd chapter. 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 
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      1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the East 

came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 

observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard 

this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling together all the chief priests 

and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told 

him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

 6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

 for from you shall come a ruler 

  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 

 

  7 Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when the star 

had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; 

and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 

homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star 

that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they 

saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they 

saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening 

their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been 

warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Prayer for Understanding 

 Please be seated. 

 

God of wonder, 

 as that ancient star rose and guided the magi, 

 so now may the light of your Holy Spirit 

 shine in our hearts and minds 

 as the Word is read and proclaimed. 

As you led the magi to the holy child, so lead us, 

 for we pray in his name.  Amen. 

 

 

 

Sermon             Pastor Becki Verbridge 
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Hymn of the Day No. 308 O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright  
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*The Nicene Creed 

 

 Please stand if you are able. 

 

With the whole church let us confess our faith. 

 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come.  

 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession  

 Please be seated. 
 

Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the earth, and all people. 
 

 A brief silence. 

 

For the church throughout the world; for those who proclaim the gospel; for those seeking faith 

and those looking for hope; for congregations in communities large and small, near and far. Hear 

us, O God. 

 

 Your mercy is great. 
 

For the land and seas; for all plants and animals; for astronomers and other scientists; for 

explorers and map makers; for librarians and all who seek to increase and preserve knowledge. 

Hear us, O God. 
 

 Your mercy is great. 
 

For wise leaders and tireless peacemakers; for those whose lives are threatened by violence; and 

for those who leave their homelands in search of safety or to provide for their families. Hear us, 

O God. 
 

 Your mercy is great. 
 

For those who face prejudice, abuse, or neglect; for those who experience depression; for those 

yearning for light within dark spaces in their lives; for those who grieve; and for all who are sick. 

We pray for all those on our prayer list, especially…Gene, Rachel, Josephine, Sally and Tanesha.  

Hear us, O God. 
 

 Your mercy is great. 
 

For this congregation; for those who offer their gifts to your service; for those who lead us in 

worship; for all who reach out to welcome those who are seeking; and for those who guide us in 

faith. Hear us, O God. 
 

 Your mercy is great. 
 

With thanksgiving, we remember all who have died and those whose lives have inspired us to 

follow you with joy and hope. Hear us, O God. 
 

 Your mercy is great. 
 

Pondering the mystery of your love, we offer our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ, the Word 

made flesh. Amen. 
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 MEAL  
 

*Sharing of the Peace 
  

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

 And also with you. 

 

We share the peace of Christ with one another and then we are seated. 
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Offertory Hymn No. 296                  What Child Is This   
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Offering Prayer 

 

Please remain seated. 

 

God with us, 

 you came as a baby to a manger. 

You slept on straw and greeted shepherds. 

You come again in bread and wine. 

Remind us how good you are at blessing ordinary things. 

And then, through these gifts, 

 help us to bless the lives of others 

 in your holy name. 
 

 Amen. 

 

 

 

Invitation 

Christ comes to us in, with and under the bread and wine to nourish our faith.  

The uncontainable presence, grace, love, forgiveness and mercy of Christ  

 come to us in this simple meal that spans all time and space.  

All of God’s children – regardless of denominational background –  

 are welcome and invited to share it with us. 
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*The Great Thanksgiving 
 

 Please stand if you are able. 

 
 

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you,  

almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 

you have opened the eyes of faith 

to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 

that beholding the God made visible, 

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Prayer at the Table  

Holy One,  

the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son, Jesus,  

the Word made flesh. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

 

 

With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us,  

full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

 
 

 Come, Lord Jesus. 

 
 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 

Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 



21 
 

Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. 

And bring the gift of peace on earth. 

 
 

 Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

All praise and glory are yours,  

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. 

  

 

 

 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer   

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,  

let us pray as Jesus taught us:  

  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  

       thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread;  

   and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

      and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power,  

and the glory,  

forever and ever.   
 

Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 
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God fills the hungry with good things.  

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 

 Amen.  

 

 

The Communion 

 

 

Communion Hymn 
 

 
 

 

Those celebrating with us from your homes: please share the bread and wine or grape juice with one another 

using these words: The Body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. An Amen 

or Thanks be to God is spoken in response to these gifts. 

 

Those celebrating with us in person: Please come forward by the center aisle to receive a wafer- gluten free 

wafers are available - and an individual cup of wine or white grape juice from those serving. Please return 

to your seat by the side aisle.   
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Hymn No. 300                                     The First Noel 
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  SENDING   
 

 

Prayer after Communion  
 

 Please remain seated. 

 

Wondrous God, you gave us 

 Jesus, the Messiah, Christ, to save us. 

As you sent the one foretold, 

 send us now with good news for all people. 

Let the gladness of this feast have no end 

 as we share with others the joy that fills us; 

 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

 Amen. 



25 
 

 

 

 

*Blessing 
 

 Please stand if you are able. 

 

May the love of Christ that shines in you 

 shine brightly in the world wherever you go. 

The blessing of God, Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

 be with you always. 

 

Amen. 
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*Sending Hymn No. 303 Brightest and Best of the Stars  
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*Dismissal  

    
 

Christ the Savior is born! 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 

 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Postlude     We Three Kings       Gordon Young 

 

As the last act of worship, you are invited to remain for the Postlude. 
If you do not wish to stay, please be respectful of those who are listening. 

 

+   +   + 
 

 

Your tithes and offerings are important to our ministry. On-line donation options are available at 

holytrinityakron.org/donate or by contacting Financial Secretary Jim Minisall at jminisall@holytrinityakron.org. Or 

simply mail your offerings to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 50 N. Prospect Street, Akron, Ohio 44304. Thank you for 

your generous and regular support. 
 

The Love Offering for January will support Hearts for Music trip to the Vatican in April. Hearts for Music provides 

under-represented individuals with disabilities and special needs different opportunities for ensemble music 

performance.  Their unique special needs orchestra features individuals ages 5 to 70, and the widest range of disabilities 

ever showcased on stage.  From Autism and Down Syndrome to amputees, the blind and the deaf, and many others, 

Hearts for Music demonstrates that music combined with love can truly transform disabilities into abilities.  Hearts for 

Music received a once in a lifetime invitation from the Vatican to perform in Rome on April 29, 2025, the Feast of St. 

Catherine of Sienna.  They will perform with other Roman Italians with disabilities creating for the first time a multi-

national, multi-ethnic, multi-disability music ensemble group.  Donations towards this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 

are humbly asked for and gratefully received! 

Crowd Media Release Notice… Please be aware that by attending our gathering in person, you consent to your voice, 

name, and/or likeness being used, without compensation, in photography and video for exploitation in any and all 

media, whether now known or hereafter devised, for eternity, and you release Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, its 

successors, assigns and licensees from any liability whatsoever of any nature. By participating, you agree to be subject 

to the foregoing.  

 

+   +   + 
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This Week at Holy Trinity 

 Sunday, 1/5    9:30 a.m. Worship  

    10:45 a.m. Coffee Fellowship 

 

 Monday, 1/6    5:30 p.m. Finance Team Meeting - Zoom 

 

 Tuesday, 1/7    6:30 p.m. Derbytown Chorus - Fellowship Hall 

 

 Wednesday, 1/8   9:00 a.m. Morning Devotions - Facebook 

 

 Thursday, 1/9    6:30 p.m. Bell Choir - Sanctuary 

      7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir - Room 202 

 

 Friday, 1/10    9:00 a.m. Faith 5 Check-In - Zoom 

    10:30 a.m. Property Team Meeting - Chapel Lounge 

 

 Saturday, 1/11    6:30 p.m. Candlelight Concert - Sanctuary 

      8:45 p.m. Candlelight Concert - Sanctuary 

 

 Sunday, 1/12    9:30 a.m. Worship  

    10:45 a.m. Coffee Fellowship 

 

 

 

 

January 5, 2025 Worship Stewards 

 

Reader:  LaVerne Mansour 

Assisting Minister:  Frederica Cohen 

Communion Assistant:  Ann Lawson 
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In Our Prayers… 

 

January 5:  Gene Thrall (member), Rachel Cheuk (daughter of Rick & LJ Kimble), 

Josephine Ameling (member), Sally Richenbacher (member), Tanesha (friend of the 

Asentes). 

 

December 29:  No additional prayer concerns. 

 

December 22:  Sandy Plummer (member), Janet Peltz (niece of Connie Archbold). 

 

December 15:  Laura Baumgardner (niece of Tom Baumgardner), Sue Mullins (friend of 

the Kimbles), Bob Keener (member). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The names of those making the request will be printed next to the name of the person being prayed 

for. We kindly ask those making the request to keep our prayer list coordinators updated as to the 

status of the person they are requesting prayer for. We would be glad to continue praying for 

individuals (adding them for another four weeks) upon request.  If you have updates or additions 

to the prayer list, please contact Sally Richenbacher, Rachel Núñez, or Pastor Becki Verbridge. 
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…Ministry Team Leaders… 

Ministry Team Team Leader(s) Phone 

Congregation Care & Connection Amanda Archbold (330) 322-6554 

Finance Lesli Eisenhart (330) 696-7460 

Invite-Welcome-Connect Sandy DeLuca (330) 703-4870 

Outreach & Social Concerns Gregg Loesch (330) 733-4081 

Personnel John Stefanik (330) 666-3579 

Property Kevin Heckel (330) 283-2866 

Worship Frederica Cohen (330) 535-3037 

 

…Our Staff… 

Interim Pastor  Becki Verbridge  bverbridge@holytrinityakron.org 

Director of Cong.   Rachel Nunez  rnunez@holytrinityakron.org 

Care & Connection  

Dir. of Music Ministry David Lines  dlines@holytrinityakron.org 

Financial Secretary  Jim Minisall  jminisall@holytrinityakron.org 

Communications Coord. Sandy DeLuca  sdeluca@holytrinityakron.org 

Parish Secretary  Annmarie Demko  ademko@holytrinityakron.org 

Maintenance Coord.  Bruce Mansour  mansour@holytrinityakron.org 

Sexton  Vince Simmons 

 

…Activity Coordinators… 
Activity Coordinator Phone 

Altar Guild Deborah Ickes 678-353-7444  

Communion Assistants 
Deborah Ickes &  

Marcy Nagy 

678-353-7444 

330-858-4995 

Council President John Guran 330-606-3915 

Meditation Memorial Garden Nan Riemenschneider 330-239-1086 

Men's Bible Study 
Jack Harig 

Tom Baumgardner 

(330) 644-9862 

(330) 603-3691 

Prayer Chain Sally Richenbacher 330-650-1175 

Readers Nancy Riemenschneider 330-239-1086 

Stewardship Jack Harig 330-644-9862 

Ushers Gregg Loesch 330-733-4081 

Warriors Journey Home Jack Harig 330-644-9862 

Women’s Bible Study Rachel Nunez 330-634-6597 
    

 

 50 N. Prospect Street Akron, OH  44304 

(330) 376-5154 
 

 

 


